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Today   
 

Author: James – Likely Jesus’ brother 
 
Audience: The scattered believers 
 
Date: Possibly as early as 49 AD – during a time of great upheaval and persecution. Perhaps the first letter of the New Testament. 
 
Themes: Faith in action, treatment of others, poverty and wealth, discrimination and favoritism, maturing through trials and suffering.     
 
Themes James DOES NOT discuss: The cross, the resurrection, gift and ministry of the Holy Spirit, baptism and church organization.   
 
The book of James has not always been well received.  It was the last book to be accepted into the biblical canon and Martin Luther said it 
was an “epistle of straw” because it seemed to contradict the writings of Paul: 
 

• Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, that no one 
should boast.   

 

But does James contradict Paul????  Let’s find out. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: James a servant of God and the Lord Jesus. 
 
To: The 12 Tribes scattered among the nations. 
 
• James 1:2-3 - Consider it great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith 

produces patience.  Let patience develop fully in your life so that you will become mature Christians who lack nothing.  
 

James is not the only NT figure who encouraged his readers regarding trials: 
 

• Jesus stated that the believer is blessed when people heap disrespect and persecution upon him for the cause of Christ {Matthew 5:11}.  
 

• Jesus also promised that we would have trouble in this life, but not to worry because He had overcome. {John 16:33} 
 

• Paul said “All that will live godly lives will suffer persecution.” {2 Timothy 3:1}.  
 

• Peter commands us not to be surprised when we encounter trials {1 Peter 4:12}. 
 

Testing has a purpose – it produces perseverance and endurance in the life of the Christian.  Spiritual growth occurs during times of testing, 
so rejoice because you are growing and being refined!! {Malachi 3:3} 
 
James continues: 
 
If you lack spiritual wisdom – ask for it believing that God will give you what you need.  And believe me when I tell you that He will give you 
wisdom in abundance because He desires to do so. 
 
But don’t ask for wisdom if you’re going to vacillate between handling things your way or God’s way.  Be consistent in your desire to discover 
God’s will and then act on what is revealed.  Don’t ask for God’s opinion and direction if you’re going to do it your own way anyway!!!   
 
Trials will happen to both the poor and the wealthy.  Neither situation has any bearing on a person’s standing before God or on eternal life so 
neither group has anything to boast about.  It is the person who perseveres under trial who will receive the crown of life.  
 
When temptation comes, you may be tempted to think that it is God who is tempting you. Absurd!! Let’s get one thing straight.  God cannot 
be tempted and He does not tempt.  The source of temptation are your own evil desires.   Temptation becomes sin when you give into those 
desires.  If sin is allowed to fully develop it will lead to death. 
 



• It is interesting to note that James does not mention Satan’s role in temptation, either. We fall into sin because of our own sinful desires – we cannot 
say, “God made me do it”, but nor can we say, “the devil made me do it.” God has given humanity choice and a free will. Satan can make sin look 
attractive and appealing but people choose whether they will become involved in it or not. Sin is a choice. No one has the power to make me sin. If I sin 
it is because I want to. 

 
Don’t buy the lie Satan is trying to sell you!!!  The truth is that every good and perfect gift comes from God.  He is not wishy washy and His 
promises do not change.    By His own choice He gave us words of truth so that we would produce a bountiful heavenly crop.    
 
All of you pay attention – be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to get angry.  Separate yourself from any conduct that has its roots in evil 
and allow God to insert His words into your heart.  In other words, don’t just listen to God’s word, DO what He says….    
 
Listen, if you consider yourself to be religious, but can’t control what you say, you are fooling yourself and your religion is worthless!!  Here is 
the religion God accepts: look after orphans and widows and keep yourself from being contaminated by worldly things. 
 
When you meet together don’t honor the rich/important over the poor {don’t show favoritism}.  God does not show favoritism {Romans 2:11; 

Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 3:25}.  Everyone is equal in His sight, therefore, if you show favoritism you are placing yourself above God.  God 
doesn’t look at the poor the same way you do.  He has a special concern for them and they have been promised eternal life if they cling to 
Him in faith.  Yet you dishonor the very people God holds in high esteem by showing favoritism!!   
 
As a matter of fact, favoritism is not a “mistake” you make!  If you show favoritism you are SINNING because you are breaking God’s Law – 
“Love they neighbor as thy self”. 
 
The whole LAW is an expression of God’s character, so if you think you are keeping the law by not committing Adultery, but you Murder 
someone, you are guilty of breaking the LAW. 
 
The standard in God’s judgment is the whole LAW, so like I said, don’t just listen to what God says, DO what He says!  What good does it do 
you if you claim to have faith, but don’t actually do anything with your faith?  Let me give you an example: 
 
You notice someone who is naked and hungry.  You walk over and say, “Have a great and blessed day!  Hope you find some clothes and a good meal” 
and then walk away… How is that helpful?  How is that loving your neighbor as yourself? 
 
Let’ be clear… A faith that does not express itself in good works is dead.  Some might say, “don’t judge my faith and I won’t judge your faith!”   

 
Okay fine….  You demonstrate your faith by doing nothing and I’ll demonstrate mine by doing things that benefit other people.   
 
You say that you believe in God, Great! So do Satan’s minions, but that kind of belief does not save. 
 
Saving faith is more than just head knowledge. It includes obedience.  Here are a couple of examples: 
 

• Abraham:  He was shown to be righteous when he offered Isaac.  He believed and trusted God and he demonstrated that fact by doing what God told 
Him to do {Genesis 22:1-14}.   By acting on his faith, Abraham fulfilled the scripture that says, “Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness.” {Genesis 15:6} Abraham was God’s friend!! 

 

Our relationship with God is demonstrate by what we do, not just by saying we have faith. 
 

• Rahab: She was not Jewish and she was a prostitute, but she also demonstrated her faith in God by protecting the spies and sending them home by a 
different route {Joshua 2:1-21}.  

 

We can all agree that a body that has no breath in it is dead, right?  Well, faith that doesn’t do anything is equally dead. 
 
And now… back to the tongue.   
 
Don’t let just any one teach your congregation – even if they volunteer!!  Because those who teach are held to a higher standard and are 
accountable to God.   
 
A small bit will control a horse.  A small rudder will control a ship.  The tongue may be small but it boasts great things.  A great forest fire 
starts with just a spark.  The tongue is like that – full of unrighteousness – if it is placed in the congregation it will destroy it – it will become 
just like the garbage dump outside Jerusalem!!   
 
All of nature has been brought under control by men, but no one has found a way to control a tongue!  It is unruly and full of venom.  With it 
we bless God and at the same time curse people who are made in God’s image!!  This should not be the case!!  Can good water and bad 
water come from the same spring?  Can a fig tree produce olives or a grape vine produce figs?  Of course not!! 
 



Do any of you have wisdom?  Then let him show it by good deeds done from a humble heart.  But if you have bitterness, envy and selfish 
ambition in your heart, don’t boast about it, because that kind of wisdom does not come from God.  That kind of “wisdom” is of Satan. 
 

• James 3:16-17 - For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.  17 But the wisdom that comes from 
heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.   
 

What is the source of conflict in the congregation?  You fight and verbally assassinate each other because there is something you want, but 
can’t get.  You don’t have because you don’t ask and when you do ask you don’t receive BECAUSE your motives are wrong – what you want is 
for your own benefit and not for the benefit of others.    
 
You self-centered and unfaithful people!!  Don’t you know that worldly values are at odds with God and if you embrace those values YOU are 
also at odds with God? 
 
Don’t you know what scripture says? “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” {Proverbs 3:34} 
 

• James 4:7-10 - Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  10 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 

 

Don’t criticize each other!!  Because if you use malicious and judgmental speech against someone you are violating God’s law and making 
yourself a judge over that person.  There is only One Judge who is able to save and destroy and that is not you.  There is never a good reason 
to be critical of your neighbor. 
 
To Merchants: You make lots of plans in pursuit of profit, yet you don’t include God in your plans.  Remember, you are nothing but fog, which 
hangs around for a little while and then evaporates. Therefore, you should make your plans according to the will of God.  As it is you are 
arrogant and self-serving.  All arrogance is evil.  Don’t you know that if you know what is right and you choose not to do it you are sinning? 
 
To Rich People: Everything by which you judge your importance; clothes, food, gold and silver are perishable and witness against your greed 
and the exploitation of your employees.  Their cries have reached the ears of God!!   
 
To Those Being Oppressed:  Wait patiently for the Lord in the midst of your trying circumstances – One day He WILL make all things right.     
 

• Don’t complain about one another. 
 

• Endure suffering with patience. 
 

Be truthful and trustworthy in everything you say and do.  You should not have to swear by heaven and earth to prove your integrity.  A 
simple YES or NO should be sufficient.    
 
The Effective Prayer Life: 
 

• Are you suffering? Talk to God about it. 
 

• Are you cheerful?  Sing praises to God. 
 

• Are you feeble, diseased, impotent, sick or weak {sick}?  Ask the elders to come and pray over you and anoint you with oil in the name of the Lord.   
 

• The prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is tired, faint, or weary {sick}, and the Lord will raise him up,  

 

o Isaiah 40:28-31 - Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become 
weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.  29 He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power.  30 Though 
youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; they will mount up 
with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary. 

 

• And if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.  Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be 
healed. 

 

o 1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

• The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much – here’s an example: 
 

o Elijah was a regular guy just like you, yet when he prayed in faith that it would not rain for 3 ½ years…..  it didn’t rain! {1 Kings 17} And when he 
prayed again in faith, the skies opened and it poured down rain.  {1 Kings 18}    
 

In Conclusion: 
 

• Brothers, if any of you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his 
soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.  {Ezekiel 3:17-21; 33:2-9} 

 

 



Take Aways  
 

So, does James contradict Paul?  Not all.  They are talking about 2 different yet complimentary doctrines: 
 

• Paul says we are saved by our faith in the substitutionary death of Christ – Christ did it, we believe it, we’re saved = YEP!! 
 

• James says our faith in the substitutionary death of Christ will dictate how we live.  If we claim a saving relationship with Jesus, yet do nothing for the 
benefit of anyone else or worse yet, we are critical and malicious, “judgy”, envious, bitter, selfish, self-serving, and self-centered – if we exploit other 
people, can’t control our tongues and are proud and arrogant – than our faith is a lie and it is deader than a doornail = YEP!! 

 

We don’t “do stuff” in order TO BE SAVED.  We “do stuff” because we ARE SAVED.    
 
Public Convictions: 
 

• Convictions I WANT other people to think I believe, even though I may not really believe them. 
 

Private Convictions: 
 

• Convictions that I sincerely THINK I believe.  However, when circumstances change, so do the convictions. 
 

Core Convictions: 
 

• Convictions that are REVEALED by my daily actions – by what I actually do. 

 
What we do reveals the truth about what we believe. 


