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Today   
 
Jerusalem’s fate has been sealed.  God now turns His attention to the “Nations” who will also be judged. 
 
Ezekiel is not alone in prophesying against the nations that surrounded Israel: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk and 
Zephaniah also pronounced judgments as a consequence of national behavior and denial of the only True God. 
 
Ezekiel’s prophecies can be classified as “Divine Lawsuits” and they follow the same structure: 
 

• This what “Adonai Elohim” {The Majestic Ruler over all} says……………………. 
 

• “Because” – the indictment or legal charges 
 

• “Therefore” – the verdict or sentence 
 

• And you will know that I am “Adonai” {Master} 
 

The ultimate purpose of each lawsuit is to vindicate God’s character and His course of action before the Nations. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Judgment against Ammon – East of Judah.  Descendants of Lot and his younger daughter.  History of hostility against Judah. 
 

• Because ---- You rejoiced over Israel’s misfortunes. 
 

• Therefore ---- I will stretch out my hand and destroy you.  
 

Judgment against Moab – South of Ammon and east of the Dead Sea.  Descendants of Lot and His older daughter. 
 

• Because ---- You have lost your awe of Me and don’t take Me seriously. 
 

• Therefore ---- I will give you as a possession to the sons of the east. 
 

Judgment against Edom – South of Moab and the Dead Sea.  Descendants of Esau. 
 

• Because ---- You urged Babylon to attack Jerusalem and refused to protect Judah’s refugees. 
 

• Therefore ---- I will stretch out My hand and completely destroy you. 
 

Judgment against Philistia – West of Judah on the coastal plain.   
 

• Because ---- Of your old hatred toward Israel and your vengeful and spiteful heart against them. 
 

• Therefore ---- I will stretch out My hand against the Philistines and the rest of the coastal people. 
 

Judgment against Tyre – North of Judah.  The main seaport of the Phoenicians.  
 

• Because ---- You cheered when Judah was destroyed and sought to take her riches. 
 

• Therefore ---- I will cause many nations to come against you and destroy you.  You will become a place where fishermen spread their nets to dry.   
 

At least 2 nations were involved in the eventual destruction of Tyre: 
 

• Nebuchadnezzar destroyed “Old Tyre” – on the mainland – after a 13-year siege {585-572 BC} 
 

• In 332 BC, Alexander the Great used the rubble of “Old Tyre” to build a causeway to the off-shore city of “New Tyre”.  After a 7-month siege, the city 
was destroyed. 

 

The ancient city of Tyre is gone forever and the largely deserted sight of “Old Tyre” is still used today by fisherman drying their nets. 
 
The judgment section against Tyre covers nearly 3 chapters {26:1-28:19} It is thought that Ezekiel spent so much time describing the 
character of Tyre because it so closely resembles the character of the Fallen Cherub {see also Revelation 17-18}.   

 



  
 

**** Chiastic Center of Ezekiel – Judgment Against the Fallen Cherub **** 
 
Ezekiel 28:11-19 - The word of the LORD came to me:  12 "Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre and say to him: 'This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says: "'You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  13 You were in Eden, the garden of 
God; every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings 
and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared.  14 You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I 
ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.  15 You were blameless in your ways from the day you 
were created till wickedness was found in you.  16 Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove 
you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.  17 Your heart became proud on 
account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you 
before kings.  18 By your many sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries. So I made a fire come out from you, and it 
consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching.  19 All the nations who knew you are appalled 
at you; you have come to a horrible end and will be no more.'"  {also see Isaiah. 14:12-14} 
 
Judgment against Sidon – A Phoenician city north of Tyre – they are usually mentioned together. 
 

• There are no specific sins mentioned – but perhaps they are guilty of the same sins mentioned in the Judgment on Tyre. 
 

• I will be glorified and vindicated in your midst and I will send the sword against you. 
 

Sidon was destroyed by the Persians in 345 BC.  After being rebuilt it was destroyed again by Alexander the Great in 333 BC and again by 
Roman General, Pompey in the 1st Century BC. 
 
Judgment against Egypt 
 
There are 7 Oracles of Judgment against Egypt most coming in the final years before the destruction of Jerusalem when Pharaoh Hophra 
[Also known by his Greek name “Apries” 589-570 BC} was urging King Zedekiah to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar.  All but 1 are dated. 
 
January 7, 587 BC 
 

• Ezekiel 29:2, 12-14 - Son of man, set your face against Pharaoh king of Egypt and prophesy against him and against all Egypt….  12 I will make the land of 
Egypt desolate and her cities will lie desolate forty years. I will disperse the Egyptians among the nations and scatter them through the countries.  13 At 
the end of forty years I will gather the Egyptians from the nations where they were scattered.  14 I will bring them back from captivity and return them to 
Upper Egypt, the land of their ancestry. There they will be a lowly kingdom. 

 

No date 
 

• Ezekiel 30:4 - A sword will come against Egypt, and anguish will come upon Cush. When the slain fall in Egypt, her wealth will be carried away and her 
foundations torn down. 

 

April 19, 586 BC 
 

• Ezekiel 30:22-23 - This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt. I will break both his arms, …. 23 I will disperse the Egyptians 
among the nations and scatter them through the countries. 

 

June 11, 586 BC 
 

• Ezekiel 31:10-11  - This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Because it towered on high, lifting its top above the thick foliage, and because it was proud of 
its height,  11 I handed it over to the ruler of the nations, for him to deal with according to its wickedness.  

 

March 3, 585 BC 
 

• Ezekiel 32:11-12 - This is what the Sovereign LORD says: "'The sword of the king of Babylon will come against you.  12 I will cause your hordes to fall by 
the swords of mighty men-- the most ruthless of all nations. They will shatter the pride of Egypt, and all her hordes will be overthrown. 

 

March 17, 585 BC 
 

• Ezekiel 32:18 - Son of man, wail for the hordes of Egypt and consign to the earth below both her and the daughters of mighty nations, with those who 
go down to the pit. 

 

This is a highly symbolic oracle which emphasized the complete destruction of God’s enemies. 
 

April 16, 570 BC {Out of chapter sequence} 
 

• Ezekiel 29:18-19 - Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon drove his army in a hard campaign against Tyre; …. Yet he and his army got no reward 
from the campaign he led against Tyre.  19 Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am going to give Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
and he will carry off its wealth. He will loot and plunder the land as pay for his army. 



  
 

Nebuchadnezzar conquered Egypt in 568 BC. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

In Chapter 3 God made Ezekiel a “watchman” for the people {3:17-21} – Meaning he was accountable to God for telling the people the truth.  
God repeated Himself in Chapter 33 {33:1-9}: “I have appointed you the watchman for the House of Israel” … I have some more to say to them: 
 

• Ezekiel 33:11 - As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways 
and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 

 

• Ezekiel 33:23-29 – The people living in the ruins of Israel have gotten it into their heads that they have been given possession of the land. Therefore, say 
to them; you eat meat with the blood still in it, you consult your idols, shed blood, rely on your sword, do detestable things, and defile your neighbor’s 
wife YET you think you are going to possess the land?  As surely as I live, those in the ruins will fall by the sword, those in the country will be devoured by 
wild animals and those in caves will die of plague.  I will make the land a desolate waste….  Then they will know that I am ADONAI, when I have made the 
land a desolate waste because of all the detestable things they have done. 

 

• Ezekiel 33:30-33 – Your countrymen say to each other, “Let’s go and hear what the Lord has to say.”  They come and sit before you and listen to what 
you say but they do not put your words into practice. With their mouths they express devotion, but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain.  The truth is, 
they consider you to be nothing more than entertainment.  When all this comes true -- and it surely will -- then they will know that a prophet has been 
among them. 

 

Judgment against the Shepherds 
 

• Ezekiel 34:1-16 - Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves but do not take care of the flock!  You have ruled them harshly and 
brutally and they were scattered because of you….  As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, because my flock lacks a shepherd and because my 
shepherds did not search for my flock, therefore, I am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock and I will remove them from 
tending the flock.   I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.  I will rescue them and I will bring them into their own land. I will tend my 
sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD.  I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and 
strengthen the weak…. I will shepherd the flock with justice.   

 

Glimpses of Restoration 
 

• Ezekiel 36:22-28 – It is not for your sake that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the 
nations where you have gone.  I will gather you from all the nations and bring you back into your own land.  I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you 
will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from 
you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my 
laws….  you will be my people, and I will be your God.   

 

• Ezekiel 37:1-14 - The Spirit of the LORD set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones….  3 He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" I said, 
"O Sovereign LORD, you alone know."  4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!  5 ….  I 
will make breath enter you, and you will come to life.  6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put 
breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.'"  7 As I prophesied there was a noise and the bones came together.  
Tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them…. and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet-- a vast army.  11 
Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.'  12 
Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel.  13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD….  

 

12th Object Lesson – One nation under one king from the line of David 
 

• Write on a stick, “Belonging to Judah and those associated with him”. 
 

• Write on another stick, “Belonging to Joseph and all the house of Israel associated with him”. 
 

• Join them together – they will become one in your hand. 
 

Ezekiel 37:15-28 – This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them back into their 
own land and I will make them one nation on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over them and they will never again be divided into two 
kingdoms.  23 They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful 
backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be their God….  26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting 
covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever.  27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be 
their God, and they will be my people.  
 

Judgment against Gog and Magog – Ch. 38-39 
 

Ezekiel 39:27-29 - When I have brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from the countries of their enemies, I will show 
myself holy through them in the sight of many nations.  28 Then they will know that I am the LORD their God, for though I sent them into exile 
among the nations, I will gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind.  29 I will no longer hide my face from them, for I will pour out 
my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares the Sovereign LORD. 

 

 

 



  
 

Take Aways – Oracles of Judgment Against Israel and the Nations 
 
The God of Ezekiel is:  
 

• Omniscient – all knowing  
 

• Omnipresent – universal presence at the same time  
 

• Omnipotent – all powerful  
 

• Holy, Faithful, Sovereign and Eternal 
 

The phrase, “…they shall know that I am the Lord” occurs 70 times and the word “Sovereign” 217 times in the book of Ezekiel.  
 
That seems to be the core of the problem for both Israel and the surrounding nations – they don’t acknowledge God for Who He Is. 
 
Israel: 
 
Even after centuries of warnings and prophetic messages, the people of God did not believe Him to be of any consequence in their daily lives, 
but they also believed that God’s presence in His Temple guaranteed that it would never be destroyed = we can do what we want  AND we 
have nothing to worry about.    
 
They had lived in sin and rebellion for so long that they were blind to the reality that their choices had serious consequences.  They needed to 
be reminded of God’s holy nature and that as HIS people, they were accountable to Him:   
 

• Ezekiel 6:9-10 - Then in the nations where they have been carried captive, those who escape will remember me-- how I have been grieved by their 
adulterous hearts, which have turned away from me, and by their eyes, which have lusted after their idols. They will loathe themselves for the evil they 
have done and for all their detestable practices.  10 And they will know that I am the LORD; I did not threaten in vain to bring this calamity on them. 

 

• Ezekiel 5:11-12 - Therefore as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, because you have defiled my sanctuary with all your vile images and 
detestable practices, I myself will withdraw my favor; I will not look on you with pity or spare you.  12 A third of your people will die of the plague or 
perish by famine inside you; a third will fall by the sword outside your walls; and a third I will scatter to the winds and pursue with drawn sword.  …. 
Then they shall know that I am the Lord.   

 

The Nations: 
 
To the surrounding nations God was just another local deity – not One to be feared or respected or worshipped.  However, Ezekiel makes 
clear that they too were accountable to God even though they did not recognize Him as Sovereign.   
 

• This what “Adonai Elohim” {The Majestic Ruler over all} says……………………. 
 

• “Because” – the indictment or legal charges 
 

• “Therefore” – the verdict or sentence 
 

• And you will know that I am “Adonai” {Master} 
 

We may think that we are far removed from the events found in Ezekiel.  But are we really? 
 
As God’s people, Christians are accountable to Him and the choices we make while claiming to be Christians have serious consequences.   
 
For those who ignore God or say He doesn’t exist or that they are only accountable to themselves…….  They may not acknowledge God, but 
that does not place them outside His righteous judgments. 
 
If you wonder if I am telling the truth, consider: 
 

• 1 Peter 4:17 - For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey 
the gospel of God? 


