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Today 
 
We are beginning to understand the importance of developing a transformative relationship with God.   
 
We understand that He has been pursuing us from the beginning.   
 
He desires a relationship with us. 
 
He desires our good and best life now and for eternity and He wants to work through us to accomplish His plans.   
 
We have also come to understand that the best way to show our love for God is through trust and obedience. 
 
God Pursues  →  We Experience  →  We Know  →  We Love  →  We Trust  →  We Obey 
 
Now let’s look at some of the ways God chooses to communicate with us:   
 

• Hebrews 1:1 - God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 
 

• Amos 3:7 - Surely the Lord God does nothing Unless He reveals His secret counsel To His servants the prophets. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT 
 

• Angels – Gen 16 
 

• Visions – Gen 15 
 

• Dreams – Gen 28:10-19; Daniel 2 
 

• Urim & Thummim – Ex 28:30 
 

• Symbolic Action – Jer 18:1-10 
 

• Gentle Whispers – 1 Kings 19:12 
 

• Miraculous Signs – Ex 8:20-25 
 

NEW TESTAMENT 
 

• Hebrews 1:2 - In these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 
 

Just as surely as Moses was face-to-face with God at the burning bush – the disciples were face-to-face with God in the person of Jesus.   
 

• John 1:18 - No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. 
 

• John 14:9 - Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; 
how do you say, 'Show us the Father’? 

 

THAT God speaks is more important than HOW He speaks.  Remember that God desires to be known.  He reveals Himself often and in a 
variety of ways.  Once we move past scripture, however, we live as if God no longer personally speaks to His people.   
 
We fail to realize that our encounters with the Holy Spirit, through Scripture, through prayer, circumstances, etc. ARE encounters with God.   
We must never put limits on God because we expect Him to speak in a certain way or worse yet, don’t expect Him to speak at all.   
 
We can go astray very quickly when we decide how God will communicate with us.  One of the worst and most presumptuous ways is to 
assume that we can line out our plans for God and expect that He will bless them if we are going in the right direction or stop us if we are not.   
This approach is not found in the Bible. 
 
The Bible is clear – It is God who decides when and how His plans will be accomplished and it is also He who decides whom He will include.   
 



If you want to know the will and voice of God, you have to devote the time needed to develop a relationship with Him.  As you walk in an 
intimate love relationship with God, you WILL come to recognize His voice.   
 
Once we have heard from God, what we do next is critical.  
 
When God spoke to Moses at the burning bush, what Moses did next was critical.  Instead of taking God at His word and immediately 
adjusting himself to God, Moses came up with all sorts of excuses as to why He could not do what God was asking him to do.  He chose to 
debate with God and entered into a long and drawn out discussion.  As a result, Aaron was included to speak through Moses to the people. 
 
God → Moses → Aaron → People 
 
God’s first choice was: 
 
God → Moses → People 
 
Because of Moses’ lack of faith, he was limited the rest of his life and even had to deal with the jealousy of his brother later on during the 
wilderness experience. 
 
On the other hand – when Jesus invited Peter, James and John to join Him in ministry, the Gospels indicate that they immediately dropped 
their fishing nets and followed Him. 
 
There is a danger in not responding when God calls or debating with God instead of being obedient.  God can still work through us even if we 
do debate Him along the way, but just like Moses, we will not be as effective as we could have been. 
 
The key is to remain in a relationship with God so that you will always hear Him when He speaks and you will respond as Isaiah did after his 
encounter with God: 
 

• Isaiah 6:8   Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 
 

What if you really want to do something for God and you haven’t had any clear instructions from Him?  Pray and wait.  Don’t be in a hurry.  
God’s timing is always perfect – so maybe there is something He knows that you don’t.   Maybe there are some adjustments that need to be 
made.  Maybe some motivations need to be reexamined.   
 

Don’t try to skip the relationship.  God is more interested in the relationship than He is in what you can do for Him. 
 
God Speaks through the BIBLE: 

 
When the Holy Spirit reveals spiritual truth from the Bible – He is personally applying it to your life.  This requires adjustments and obedience 
on our part.   
 
Spiritual truths are not something you can discover.  We cannot understand unless the Holy Spirit reveals it: 
 

• 1 Corinthians 2:14 - The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.  

 

• Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “When you read the Bible, you must think that here and now God is speaking with me”  
 

God speaks through PRAYER: 
 
Prayer is not strictly us talking to God – Here is my list for the day, thank you, Amen.  It is God talking back to us, which means we have to 
wait around long enough to hear what He is saying to us.  It should be a conversation.    
 
Prayer is not strictly a religious activity, nor should it be viewed as a way to get what we want – like some kind of “Genie” in a bottle.  Prayer 
is not a heavenly slot machine.  We do not offer suggestions to God that will assist Him in helping us.   
 
Prayer as exampled throughout scripture involves being completely honest and humble before God and surrendering ourselves to His will 
and plans.  We don’t see that kind of honesty today.  We try to be politically correct with God, telling Him only those we think He’d like to 
hear, while withholding our true selves.  But notice: 
 

• Hannah pleading for a child (1 Samuel 1:10) 
 

• The prayers in Psalms (39:2, 3; 13:1, 2; 39:7, 9, 10) 
 

• Bartimaeus crying to the Lord (Mark 10:47) 
 

• The prayer of the sinner (Luke 18:9-14) 



Jesus prayed – sometimes all night - Mark 6:46; Luke 3:21; Luke 9:28, 29; Luke 22:32 
 
According to Romans 8: 26-27, even when we don’t know what to pray for, the Holy Spirit is praying on our behalf.   
 
Sometimes God is silent.  Sometimes the answer is YES.  Sometimes the answer is NO.  Sometimes the answer is WAIT. 
 
In those times when it seems as though God is silent; we must do as Jesus did - cling to the truth of Who God is.  Trust His heart toward you.  
Remember that God loves you and He will never give you less than the best.  Trust that He knows what He’s doing and He sees things that 
you don’t. 
 
We can have confidence that God desires to communicate with us and He will speak to us through our prayer life. 
 
God speaks through CIRCUMSTANCES: 
 
Jesus watched to see what His Father was doing and then joined Him.  Jesus did not have to guess.   
 
God speaks to us today as well through circumstances in life.   
 
Sometimes the circumstances are positive – we like those kinds of circumstances.   
 
Sometimes they are difficult or painful.  Are we equally as willing to see how God is working during those times?   
 
We should not base God’s love for us on our circumstances.  Did God love Jesus any less when He was struggling in the Garden or hanging on 
the cross?  NO.  That’s why it is so important to decide and be clear about God’s heart toward you.  God loves you and circumstances don’t 
change that.   
 
It is vital that during difficult or confusing circumstances of life we seek God’s perspective: 
 

• Settle in your mind God’s heart toward you – He loves you 
 

• Do not try to understand God from the middle of your circumstances 
 

• Ask God for His perspective on your situation 
 

• Wait 
 

• Adjust your life to God as He reveals what He is doing through your circumstances. 
 

• Do all God tells you to do 
  
God speaks through the CHURCH: 
 
We must be very careful not to think that our relationship with God is independent of our walk with the body of Christ.  We must not forget 
that it was Jesus who established the church as the redemptive agent in the world.   We meet here every week, not just to hear singing and a 
terrific sermon, but to also listen and participate in the redemptive work of God.  God has something for every church member to do.  The 
effectiveness of the church does not rest on the shoulders of the pastors – it rests on every believer.  The church is a body.  Just like a body is 
not as efficient if it is missing a limb or an eye or an ear, so the body of Christ is less efficient when members of that body are missing or not 
working.   
 

• Ephesians 4:11-16  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  12 for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.  14 As a result, we are no longer to 
be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;  15 
but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ,  16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and 
held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building 
up of itself in love. 
 

• 1 Corinthians 12:12-20   For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, 
so also is Christ.  13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit.  14 For the body is not one member, but many.  15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for 
this reason any the less a part of the body.  16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason 
any the less a part of the body.  17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of 
smell be?  18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.  19 And if they were all one member, where would 
the body be?  20 But now there are many members, but one body. 

 

The church is a creation of Christ 
 
Jesus is the head of the church - all matters come under His Lordship.   



Every member plays a vital role in the church and has been gifted by God for the building up of the church. 
 
The members are interdependent - we need each other. 
 
God works through the church to accomplish His plans and purposes. 
 
As we have noted – God communicates in many ways.  We serve a creative God - the possibilities are endless.  He desires to communicate 
with us – He wants us to participate with Him in the redemption of lost people.  That will require us to be intentional about our scripture and 
prayer life.  It will require that we come to view circumstances differently and become aware of God working in and through the 
circumstance of our lives.  It will require us to appreciate and value the body of Christ.   
 
We can no longer be passive Christian’s content with our doctrines.  We must become passionate, intentional Christ followers.  Listeners and 
doers of the Word of God.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


