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Today 
 
The Place – (ETO) – Earthly Theatre of Operations. 
 
The War – Who’s right: God or Satan. 
 
The Battlefield – the hearts and minds of people. 
 
The Time – NOW 
 
In chapter 3 of Genesis, the war that started in heaven spilled onto planet earth.  The fallen world is now the battlefield for the greatest 
conflict the universe has ever witnessed. 
 
The battle takes many forms:   
 

• Natural disasters,  
 

• Famine,  
 

• Disease,  
 

• Shootings,  
 

• Nations fighting nations…..  
 

The list is really endless.   
 
Peel back the curtain, however, and you will see that all the battles are really manipulated by one individual and his host of demons. 
 

• Ephesians 6:10-12 - Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.  11 Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil.  12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of 
this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

 

• 1 Peter 5:8 - Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
 

Every human plays a part in the conflict – no one can stand on neutral ground.  All either stand under the banner of Christ or the banner of 
Satan. 
 
The spiritual warfare that we face day in and day out can ware us down. The super highway of life is littered with Christians who have never 
discovered how to fight the evil one. They have depended on their own moral strength, ethical wisdom, high ideals and a personal 
commitment to justice and righteousness.  They have tried to face evil without being clothed in the armor of God.  
 
No soldier puts on his armor after the battle. (My suit is at the cleaners OR May I refer you to the armor hanging in my closet) 
 
To live in this world of evil, sin, and temptation you need all the spiritual protection, strength and courage you can get.  
 

• Ephesians 6:13 - Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.   
 

You need to put on the “Full Armor of God”.  You cannot pick and choose because one missing piece can lead to disaster - The enemy never 
attacks a strong point of defense.  A missing piece leaves a weak spot in your defense.  
 
• Ephesians 6:14-18  - Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,  and having shod your 

feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming 
missiles of the evil one.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. With all prayer and petition pray at all 
times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 

 



Belt of Truth  
 
The belt held a soldier’s tunic tight so he would be free to move and have a place to carry his sword. The imagery here is that truth holds 
together all other virtues, making them effective. Putting on the belt of truth means living out God’s word. It refers to Christian character and 
integrity, a lifestyle that conforms to Scripture. 
 
Spiritual truth is spiritually discerned 
 
• 1 Corinthians 2:12-14 - We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given 

us.  13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  14 
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.  

 
Truth is the absolute safeguard against evil. The truth needs no other defense. 
 

• You cannot stand firm if the truth is not in your heart. 
 

• There is only one power that can make and keep us steadfast--the power of God. 
 

• Bible truth lights our path and shows us the perils that we face.  
 

• Believers are not to rest in suppositions and ill-defined ideas of what constitutes truth. Their faith must be firmly founded upon the word of God 
 

• 2 Peter 3:17 - You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and 
fall from your own steadfastness. 

 
Do not lower the banner of truth.  
 

Breastplate of Righteousness    
 
Paul tells us then to put on the breastplate of righteousness. Truth and Righteousness go hand in hand. 
 

• Psalm 85:10 – Lovingkindness and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 

The purpose of the breastplate is to guard the most vital organs of your body, it is the bullet proof vest that protects the heart. Put on the 
breastplate of Christ’s righteousness – it is our privilege to wear it. And it will protect your spiritual life. 
 

• Each one will struggle to overcome sin in his own heart.  
 

• This can be very painful and discouraging work; because, as we see the deformities in our character, we keep looking at them.  
 

• We should be looking to Jesus and putting on His robe of righteousness. 
 

• Everyone who enters the pearly gates will enter as a conqueror, and his greatest conquest will have been the conquest of self.   

 

Shoes of Gospel of Peace   
 
 The Roman military boot was one of the most important parts of their equipment. They were designed for long marches over every kind of 
rough terrain.  
 
The Gospel gives us stability and sure footedness, allowing us to march over the rough terrain of life without giving up.  
 

• Isaiah 52:7 - How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace and brings good news of happiness, who 
announces salvation, and says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" 

 

Every day brings its heart-sickening record of violence and lawlessness, of indifference to human suffering, of brutal, fiendish destruction of 
human life.   
 
Everywhere there are hearts crying out for something they don’t have. They long for a power that will give them mastery over sin, a power 
that will deliver them from the bondage of evil, a power that will give health and life and peace.    
  
Men cannot manufacture peace. Human plans for the purification and uplifting of individuals or of society will fail because they do not reach 
the heart. The only power that can create or perpetuate true peace is the grace of Christ and it is in the Bible that we find that message of 
peace. 
 
The Lord is coming. Talk it, pray it, believe it. Make it a part of your life.  
 

• 2 Timothy 4:2 - Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction 
 



• 1 Peter 3:15 - But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope 
that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 

 

• Philippians 4:4-7 - Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  6 Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Shield of Faith   
 
Paul now instructs us to take up the shield of faith.  
 

• Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. – Hebrews 11:1 
 

• Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase. – Martin Luther King 
 

• Faith takes God without any ifs. – D.L. Moody  
 

• Faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves and knows the One who is leading. – Oswald Chambers 
 

• Faith is deliberate confidence in the character of God whose ways you may not understand at the time. – Oswald Chambers 
 

One of the most dangerous weapons of ancient warfare was the fiery darts.  The heads of the darts would be wrapped with flax or hemp 
fiber, soaked in pitch, then set afire before they were launched.  The wooden shields of the enemy could be set fire by the arrows so they 
were covered with a layer of hide and were large enough to protect the entire body. Even though the darts would pierce the shield, the fire 
would be quenched. 
 
When we take the Great Commission seriously and go on the offense, the devil and his gang are going to fight back.  He will attack us and 
everything associated with us: our church, spouse, children, business, everything.  
 
Our shield against these attacks is faith.  
 
The work of conquering evil is done through faith.  The shield of faith will be your defense and will enable you to be more than conquerors. 
 

• Romans 8:31-39 - What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  33 Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is 
the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  35 Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, 
"For Thy sake we are being put to death all day long; We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered."  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly 
conquer through Him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  

 
Helmet of Salvation 
 
The helmet protects the head / the mind. Spiritual battles take place in our minds.  Satan bombards us with fear, hatred, suspicion, 
depression, mistrust, false doctrines, and a host of other mental distractions. If we WEAR the helmet of salvation, we are safe.    
 
God encourages us fill our mind with great thoughts, pure thoughts - “We should meditate upon the Scriptures, thinking soberly and candidly 
upon the things that pertain to our eternal salvation. The infinite mercy and love of Jesus, the sacrifice made in our behalf, call for most 
serious and solemn reflection. We should dwell upon the character of our dear Redeemer and Intercessor. We should seek to comprehend 
the meaning of the plan of salvation. We should meditate upon the mission of Him who came to save His people from their sins. By 
constantly contemplating heavenly themes, our faith and love will grow stronger.”  
 

• Philippians 4:8-9 - Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good 
repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.  9 The things you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you. 

 

Sword of the Spirit - the Word of God   
 

Armor is defensive in nature, a protection against the forces that come against us. However, God did not intend for us to only take what the 
devil throws at us.  We have also been provided the sword of the spirit.   
 

• Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of 
both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  
 

• The sword of the spirit can also be words of discernment spoken through preaching, teaching, witnessing, a friend, a book. 
 

• It must come in accordance with what is written in the Scripture, and it must glorify the living Word, Jesus Christ.  
 



Jesus held fast to God and His Word under the most trying circumstances, and His faith in His Father's goodness, mercy, and love did not 
waver for one moment. "It is written" was His weapon of resistance:   
 

• Matthew 4:1-11 - Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty 
nights, He then became hungry.  3 And the tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread."  4 But 
He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'"  5 Then the devil 
took Him into the holy city; and he had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple,  6 and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God throw Yourself down; for 
it is written, 'He will give His angels charge concerning You'; and 'On their hands they will bear You up, Lest You strike Your foot against a stone.'"  7 Jesus 
said to him, "On the other hand, it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'"  8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, "All these things will I give You, if You fall down and worship me."  10 
Then Jesus said to him, "Begone, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.'"  11 Then the devil left Him; and 
behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 

 
It is the Sword of the Spirit which every human being is to use. 
 

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition 
for all the saints 
 
Paul mentions another weapon which far too many Christians overlook in the battle. Praying in the Spirit. Paul regularly interceded for his 
fellow Christians to be filled with the knowledge of God and discernment, for the word of God is the key to destroying satanic strongholds in 
Christians lives. And there is another element to intercession that is critical to the defeat of Satan, prayer that God’s word may be spoken 
with boldness and power. 
 
God has provided abundant means for successful warfare against the evil that is in the world. The Bible is the armory where we may equip for 
the struggle. The Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Righteousness, the Shoes of Peace, the Shield of Faith, the Helmet of Salvation, the Sword of 
the Spirit (the word of God), and Intercessory Prayer.   
 

• 2 Chronicles 20:15…….Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but God’s. 
 

• Joshua 1:9 - Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go." 

 

• Proverbs 21:31 - The horse is prepared for the day of battle, but victory belongs to the LORD. 

 
What shape is your armor in? Is your sword sharp and ready for battle? Is your foundation of faith grounded and firmly rooted? Can you 
stand up to the force of evil that seeks you every day? Do you have an open line of communication to your support and master strategist?  
Are you ready for battle or is your suit at the cleaners? 


