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Today 
 
Ah, the Christmas Season: 
 

• Christmas stuff on sale before Halloween 
 

• Elvis on the radio singing “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 

• John singing “Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer” 
 

• Lawns filled with Santa and Rudolph, Houses covered with lights 
 

• Shoppers filled with Holiday Spirit…. 

 
Christmas is not my favorite holiday – (truth be told, we have no idea when Jesus was actually born), but that should not be confused with my 
awe at the deep love God has for us – It is mind boggling to think that God would send Jesus, but it is equally mind boggling to think that 
Jesus would come VOLUNTARILY….  
 

• John Eldredge - “God himself – the King of all creation – takes on human flesh and enters our story as one of us.  He sets aside his glory, clothes himself 
with humility, and sneaks into the enemy camp, under cover of night, to whisper words of love to his own: ‘I have come for you’”6 {Epic pg 65-66}.   

 

The question becomes, “what does one talk about in a Christmas sermon that hasn’t already been done a million times?”  Jesus?  He is the 
center of the story after all……..  Mary? She’s been done……..  Joseph? Nah……... The Shepherds?  Hmmm……...  And what did I decide?  The 
Wisemen.   Okay, but what to say about them…. They came, they saw, they went home??  How about, “If they’d only been women the trip 
wouldn’t have taken so long because they would have asked for directions”……   
 
Churches display nativity scenes and in every one you will find Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, shepherds, various barn animals AND three well 
dressed Wisemen.  It all makes for a beautiful Christmas scene.  However, it doesn’t match with the Bible. 
 
The fact is we don’t know very much about the wisemen:  
 

• We don’t where they came from - other than “from the east” 
 

• We don’t know how many there were – tradition says 3, but that number comes from the fact that only 3 gifts are mentioned, so 3 gifts must = 3 
wisemen. 

 

• We are not completely sure of their status – It was a 2nd century church father who decided they must be kings because the Old Testament predicted 
that kings would come and worship him.  Both the Tyndale Bible Commentary and KJ Bible Commentary tell us that they were of a priestly tribe from 
Persia and Babylon and that they were astronomers.  The SDA Bible Commentary indicates that they were of noble birth, educated and influential men.  
They were philosophers and counselors of the realm, learned in all wisdom of the ancient East.   

 

• We don’t know their names - The Bible doesn’t give us their names, but in the 6th century someone decided that their names were Melchior, Balthazar 
and Gasper – the names stuck. 
 

• We don’t know when they arrived - They are put in the nativity scene with the shepherds, but that’s not where they belong – as Matt 2:11 states “ They 
entered the house were the child and his mother were and they fell down and worshiped him” By the time they arrived the family was in a house and 
Jesus is described as a young child – not a new born baby. 

 

So, what do we know?  They were heathens, yet they were seekers and God honored their search.     
 
As I was writing this sermon it occurred to me that talking ONLY about the wisemen would leave out 2 critical components of the story, so, 
this is what I really want to talk about this morning, the CONTRAST between the wisemen, King Herod and the Jewish leadership and how 
those reactions apply to us in 2016: 
 
The Wise Men Reacted with ANTICIPATION: 
 
They were searching diligently. Some scholars suggest that they had knowledge of Balaam’s Prophecy found in Numbers: 
 

• Number 24:17 I see him, but not in the present time.  I perceive him, but far in the distant future.  A star will rise from Jacob; a scepter will emerge from 
Israel.  It will crush the foreheads of Moab’s people, cracking the skulls of the people of Sheth.  

 

 
 



And the prophecy of the Messiah in Daniel 9: 
 

• Daniel 9:25   So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be 
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 

 

We want to be cautious in speculating, but we know for sure that they were studying and watching and when the star appeared, they packed 
up the camels and headed out.                       
 
Matthew tells us the Magi arrived in Jerusalem, asking whomever they met where the “King of the Jews” could be found. The Magi must have 
marveled at the bewildered looks on the faces of the people when they were asked where the Messiah was. 
 
Word must have traveled quickly around Jerusalem. The arrival of this group, the zeal of their search, and their certainty that the Messiah 
had come caught the Jewish people off guard. How could foreigners from afar have received such information, without Jerusalem first 
learning of the Christ’s coming? How could a Jewish king be sought by those who would be considered Gentiles? The worst part of all was 
that those who considered themselves the spiritual elite of Israel could do no more than to shrug their shoulders when asked of Messiah’s 
residence. 
 
The eagerness of Magi to find the “King of the Jews” is amazing. While Herod and all Jerusalem were disturbed by the news of the birth of the 
king, the Magi eagerly sought him. The wonder of the Magi is inescapable. God revealed the Messiah’s birth to a people far away, and while 
all of Jerusalem seemed uninformed and apathetic, they sought him in order to worship him. 
 
Herod Responded with ANGER and HATRED: 
 
The Wisemen weren’t just looking for an obscure baby; they were looking for an obscure King. 
 
Herod ruled over Judea for 35 years.  He championed huge building projects throughout Judea including the port at Caesarea, the Citadel at 
Masada and a significant upgrade to the temple complex. 
 
Herod may have put a lot of energy into his building projects, but he is more well known for his way of keeping power.  Many marvel at the 
actions of Herod the Great when he learned of his potential rival. The cunning and cruelty Herod displayed in the slaughter of the innocent 
children of Bethlehem is horrifying, but history tells us that we should not be surprised at all, for Herod was a cruel man. He never hesitated 
to use his power to destroy anyone who might get in his way. He was guilty of many brutal acts including the killing of his wife and two of his 
sons.  There is no extra biblical evidence for the slaughter of the male babies in Bethlehem, but most scholars agree that it is within keeping 
with Herod’s known cruelty to have ordered such a massacre. 
 
Herod’s response to the arrival of the Magi is therefore totally understandable. The news of these influential easterners asking about the 
child who had been born “King of the Jews” would have immediately kindled intense concern for his kingdom and hatred for the child.  He 
would do what ever it took to silence the intruder, so under the guise of worship he sends the Wisemen out to find this new king.  
 
The Chief Priest and Scribes Responded with APATHY and JEALOUSY:  
 
Herod called for leaders of the Jews and demanded to know where the Christ would be born AND they knew the answer. They didn’t say, 
"We don’t know". They even quoted scripture:  
 

• Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village in Judah.  Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are in the 
distant past.  

 
They KNEW the answer but in contrast to the Magi, who traveled hundreds of miles (to worship a foreign king), all Jerusalem, including the 
leaders, failed to find the announcement of the birth of her king sufficient reason to travel the five short miles south to Bethlehem. 
 
The Magi, with their announcement of the appearance of the “King of the Jews” should not have caught Jerusalem and especially its leaders 
by surprise.  
 

• Jerusalem was the site of the temple and an entire religious system that pointed to the Messiah. 
 

• They possessed the Old Testament prophecies foretelling the birth of the Messiah.  
  

• Every Jewish woman since Sarah hoped that she would be the mother of the Messiah  
 

They had all the information and yet Matthew tells us that along with Herod all Jerusalem was troubled because of the news.  
 
The 5th volume of the SDA Commentary says, “The leaders of the Jews were offended at the thought that the wisemen were Gentiles and 
refused to believe that God would pass them by in favor of men who were heathen.  For his part, Herod was enraged by the seeming 
indifference of the priests and scribes and construed the visit of the wisemen to be related in someway to a plot on his own life”. 



So why this response of the Jewish Leaders: 
 

• Self-Importance:  They believed in their own importance within the story of the coming Messiah.  The prophecies had been given to THEM.  He would be 
born to THEM.  He was to be THEIR deliverer.  It was simply beyond their ability to understand that another group would be told of the Messiah’s birth.  
They were jealous because they didn’t get the news first!!  They got the news third hand – from heathens from a distant land to a hated king to them!  
The indignity of it all!! 

 

• Motivation and desire:  The desire behind the Magi’s visit was vastly different from the desire of Israel’s population: The Magi came to give the Messiah 
their earthly treasure and their worship. They came to the one who would save them from their sins. Israel, however, wanted a Messiah who would give 
them political freedom and power. A “helpless babe” could hardly fulfill Israel’s expectations of a mighty Messiah, who would throw off the shackles of 
Rome and throw out a madman like Herod. To put it plainly, the babe in the manger had little to offer the average Israelite.  

 

• Time:  For the Magi, they more or less experienced instant gratification.  They studied the scriptures, the star came they recognized it for what it was, 
jump on their camels and headed West.  For Israel, the promise of the Messiah was at least a thousand years old.  Perhaps they had become so 
comfortable with the prophecies and their exalted position within those prophecies that they had lost their eager anticipation and the Messiah was 
relegated to a dusty shelf. 

 

That was then and this now.  December 25 is 8 days away: 
 

• Do we look with ANTICIPATION on the birth of Christ and all it means?  Not the packages or decorated trees, not the 24-hour Christmas song stations…. 
but our salvation.  Do we remember what Christmas cost heaven and are we filled with gratitude and worship?  

 

• Do we get IRRITATED and ANGRY this time of year, not because of the long lines or rude “customer service” people or 24-hour Christmas song stations, 
but because the birth of Christ is confrontational.  Not only did that baby come to die for our sins but He also wants to be King of our lives. Just like the 
news from the wisemen was a threat to Herod’s comfort zone, is the Gospel a threat to our comfort zone?  

 

• OR are we APATHETIC, not only at this time of year, but everyday?  Are we comfortable with our knowledge of truth and roll in end time events?  Has 
the “end of time” taken so long to get here, that we have just grown weary of the whole thing?  Do we misrepresent God because our form of religion is 
more important then the people around us?   

 
This is my prayer, the desire of my heart – That this Christmas we will be like the wisemen.  That we will greet with great anticipation the birth of 
Jesus because we are saved, we are transformed, we are proclaimers of the gospel and we can’t wait to see him face to face.   
 


