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Today 
 

Last week we discussed the important truth that as Christians saved by grace through faith in Jesus, we are no longer slaves to sin and death 
and so, we should live free.  We should live in peace and joy and hope, regardless of what life holds for us - nothing can separate us from the 
love of God and through Jesus we are more than conquerors.   
 

Throughout the entire letter, Paul has made it clear that we are all equal in guilt and equal in opportunity.   
 

He now shifts his focus to address a problem that has been brewing in the church between the Jewish Christians and the Gentile Christians.   
 

Jews believed themselves to be higher on the ladder due to the “election” of the Jewish nation by God and the Gentile believers seemed to 
be displacing the Jewish believers because they were the rejecters of Jesus - There was tension in the church. 
 

• Romans 9:1 - I speak the truth in Christ-- I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit— 
 

Perhaps Paul fears that some of his readers will have doubts about what he is saying. Remember that this group did not know Paul and it is 
very likely that he had been misrepresented by people who wanted to discredit him.  There were groups of Christian Jews who held doggedly 
to the ceremonial law and were insistent that all converts live under those laws.  Much of the physical abuse Paul endured was instigated by 
these groups of Jews.   
 

Paul is deeply concerned for Israel, since the vast majority of them have not accepted the gospel.  He loves his countrymen.  He is deeply 
grieved over their unbelief in Christ, so listed eight blessings that should have prepared them to receive Jesus: 
 

• They were adoption by God (Romans 9:4; Ex4:22; Jer 31:9) 
 

• They experienced God’s personal presence (glory filled the temple in the wilderness – build me a tabernacle, etc) 
 

• They were recipients of the covenant God made with Abraham, Moses and David and had entered into a relationship with God of unique privilege and 
special responsibility. 
 

• They were the custodians of God’s law, which put them in a unique position. 
 

• They had the temple services that pointed to the sacrifice of Jesus (lev 17:11; Is 53; John 1:29). 
 

• They had the promise that through them the whole world would be blessed – which related to the coming of Jesus 
 

• They were descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
 

• They were the channel through which the Messiah would come. 
 

Yes, the Jews were special, but their specialness came from God and was given as a responsibility, first to God, and second to the rest of the 
world.  
 

God set them apart, not because they were better than everyone else but because He desired to work through them by example and 
because of Jesus who would be born to the Jews. 
 

Here is an important lesson – Especially for SDA.  Spiritual blessings don’t save.  They may point in the right direction, or prepare people’s 
hearts, but unless there is a personal acceptance of Jesus as your savior all the spiritual blessings are meaningless.  Many individual Jews came 
to Jesus, but the majority did not. 
 

Paul personally understood this:   
 

• Philippians 3:4-6 - though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:  5 
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.   

 

With all his advantages, Paul was not saved.  That didn’t happen until he met Jesus on the road to Damascus. 
 

• Philippians 3:7-9 - But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the 
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ-- the righteousness that comes from 
God and is by faith.  



SO, was God a failure?  If the Jews, in spite of all their advantages, rejected Jesus, then were God’s promises really true? Has God’s word 
failed?  Paul says NO.  The problem is not God.  The problem resides with the recipients of the promises.  
 
Remember that Paul, in ch. 2:25-29, stated that real Jews are not those who are outwardly Jews, but are those who have a circumcised heart 
– therefore the context is spiritual not physical.  That is how Paul can say: 
 

• Romans 9:6 - It is not as though God's word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel.   
 

Then he gives an illustration: 
 
Abraham had many sons, but there was only one child of promise – Isaac.  (Gen 21:12) The promise came through Isaac not Ishmael or 
Keturah’s son.    
 
This becomes an important argument, because the Jews were very proud of their genealogy.  But back in ch 3:21-25, Paul had already argued 
that God’s true covenant people are children of Abraham BY FAITH in Christ. Not all people born in the line of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had 
chosen that faith, therefore they were not truly Abraham’s children. 
 
God has set the terms for salvation – faith.  

 

• Romans 10:8-10 - But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:  9 
That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For it is with 
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  
 

People need to line up under God’s terms and cannot rely on religious affiliation or genealogy. 
 
Before moving on we need to understand what can be a very confusing passage that seems to suggest the Calvinistic idea of Predestination.  
In other words, that God decides who is saved and who is lost and humans play no part in their own salvation or destruction.   
 
It is important to note that ch 9 is not at all about human freedom of choice.  Paul does not even discuss it.  The entire chapter is framed 
around God’s freedom and the truth that HE is free to have mercy on whomever He wants.   
 
Paul is not saying that God rejected Abraham’s other descendants from a salvation point of view, but that God can choose whomever He 
wants for whatever purpose He has in mind and in this case, God CHOSE to bless the world in the person of Jesus through the line of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.   In essence, humans don’t get to decided who is set apart, that prerogative belongs exclusively to God.   
 
Paul is pointing to the past as an example that God has not changed how He operates.  God is not hostage to a particular religious or ethnic 
group.  If God chose Israel, He can choose Gentiles too.  God can extend his grace and mercy to anyone, even those who are not “in the 
circle”.    
 
Paul is saying that the Jews of his day were in error because they saw themselves as the only people acceptable before God, when in fact; 
their calling had nothing to do with THEM and everything to do with GOD.   
 
What Paul wants to make clear to both sides is that God is in charge.  Jews are not automatically honorable and Gentiles automatically 
dishonorable.  God is sovereign and finite humans have no right or even ability to question God’s justice or how He chooses to run the 
universe.  God decides whom to use and how to use them.  Paul gives as example the potter and his pottery: 
 

• Isaiah 29:16 - You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay! Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, "He did not 
make me"? Can the pot say of the potter, "He knows nothing"? 

 

• Isaiah 45:9 - "Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say to the 
potter, 'What are you making?' Does your work say, 'He has no hands'? 

 

So, for both Jews and Gentiles who may have been feeling especially good about themselves and their argument for position in the church, 
Paul makes plain what he has been hinting at all along – God saves Gentiles as well as Jews and he backs up his statement by again quoting 
Old Testament Scripture: 
 

• Hosea 2:23 - I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called 'Not my loved one. 'I will say to those called 'Not my people, 
''You are my people'; and they will say, 'You are my God.'" 

 

• Hosea 1:10 - Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, 'You 
are not my people,' they will be called 'sons of the living God.' 

 

Many have incorrectly assumed that Paul is saying that God does everything and humans have no role to play. And because humans are so 
prone to land in ditches, Paul now has to make clear our role in this process:  
 



• Romans 9:30-33 - What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but 
Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.  32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They 
stumbled over the "stumbling stone."  33 As it is written: "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the 
one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 

 

Jesus crucified is the key to salvation.  When people come face to face with His substitutionary sacrifice, they either accept it by 
faith or it becomes an offense to them and they reject it. 
 
This is true for both Jews and Gentiles and You and Me…………. 
 
Paul has now said straight out that the current Jewish position is in fact something of their own making.  They had pursued their relationship 
with God based on works and not on faith.  They had attempted to gain righteousness through what they did rather than through faith in the 
promises of God.   
 
He acknowledges that as a group they have zeal for God, but it is zeal without real knowledge.  He says that they did not understand the 
righteousness of God - would not submit to God’s righteousness and tried to establish their own righteousness through law keeping.   
 
Paul compares and contrasts again the two kinds of righteousness: 
 

• Man made righteousness - if a man wants to establish righteousness through keeping the law, he has to keep all aspects of the law in every detail since 
anything less than that leads to condemnation.  Paul has already determined that this is impossible because even at our best we do not keep the law 
perfectly. 

 

• God made Righteousness through Faith – by contrast this type of righteousness cannot be achieved through extraordinary effort (like religious 
pilgrimages, or self-help seminars) it only happens by accepting what has already been preached – righteousness by faith.. 

 

o Romans 10:8-13 - But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:  9 
That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For it is with 
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts 
in him will never be put to shame."  12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile-- the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call 
on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

 

Here Paul repeats the central theme of the letter: everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  EVERYONE includes Jews and 
Gentiles. 
 
Notice: 
 

• Colossians 3:11-12 - Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  12 
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
 

• Galatians 3:26-29 - You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 

There is no place in Christianity for cultural or ethnic division, gender division or caste division.  All are guilty.  All stand condemned.  
All need a savior.  All receive salvation as a free gift through Jesus.  
 
This is a personal soap box.  Christians should be at the forefront of equality.  Inequality is the result of sin and we should do all in our power 
to, as much as possible, be champions of equality.  And we should shun all attempts to justify inequality. 
 
Paul picks up again where he left off in Ch 9 – in asking the question on whether God was at fault because of the lack of Jewish response to 
the Gospel.    He has made it clear that the problem does not lay with God, but is the responsibility of the people themselves.   
 
SO, does that mean that the Jews are eternally rejected?   Again, Paul says NO. 
 

• I’m a Jew and God has not rejected me. 
 

• God has chosen Israel to be the recipients of His law as well as many blessings – He would not now shut them off from the blessing of the Gospel 
 

• Elijah thought at one point that he was the only remaining loyal follower of God - But there was a remnant in Elijah’s time. 
 

• Even though the majority of Jews had not accepted the Gospel, there existed in Paul’s’ time, a remnant who knew and loved God. 
 

God has NOT rejected His people. 
 
There has always been what Martin Luther called a visible and invisible church.   
 

• Visible Church - Those who hold membership in the local church 
 

• Invisible Church - Those who have a living faith connection with God. 



It is the invisible church that makes up God’s remnant people. 
 
Paul wants to make sure that there is no misunderstanding: grace and works are mutually exclusive.  It is one or the other.  It is impossible to 
live with both. 
 
Paul loved the doctrine of grace because of what it meant to him personally.  Paul was a perfect Jew and yet he knew that he had been saved 
completely by grace. 
 
Remember the tensions between the Jews and the Gentiles?  Both groups believed that they had a superior standing before God and they 
were disdainful of each other.   
 

Paul has, from the beginning of the letter, leveled the playing field by demonstrating that no one has room for boasting because 
both sides have been saved in the same way.  
 
Paul uses an illustration of an olive tree to make his point.  Some of the olive branches are broken off (because of their unbelief) some wild 
olive branches are grafted in (because of their belief).  But regardless of cultivated or wild, ALL branches that remain connected to the tree do 
so BECAUSE of faith and all those that do not remain connected do so BECAUSE of unbelief. 
 
Now Paul gives a warning to the Gentiles who might believe that the Jewish people were beyond hope – Be very careful, he says, not to 
become conceited.  Just because you are currently connected to the tree doesn’t mean you will remain there if you come to a place of 
unbelief.   
 
Here we see that Paul is echoing the words of Jesus in John 15: 
 

• John 15:1-6 - I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  4 Remain in me, and I will remain 
in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  5 "I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 

 

The key is belief.  Because remember, faith and works cannot exist together.  If you begin your journey with God through faith, but become 
consumed with your own works, you are no longer in a relationship with God based on faith and just like the Jews of old, are in a position to 
be removed from the tree.   
 
But the reverse is also true.  Just because you have been removed from the tree because of unbelief doesn’t mean you are permanently 
removed.  Again, belief is key and it is all in your hands – to believe or not to believe. 
 

Take Away 
 
Paul has been guiding his readers step by step through the plan of salvation. 
 

• All have sinned 
 

• The provision of salvation is received through faith 
 

• How Christians should live 
 

• Both Jews and Gentiles are one equal ground when it comes to mercy.   God’s mercy is wide and extends to all. 
 

Paul concludes this section with Praise to God.  He is awestruck by the majesty of God: 
 
Romans 11:33-36 -Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond 
tracing out!  34 "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?"  35 "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay 
him?"  36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 
 
There is no room for human pride in the plan of salvation.  All glory belongs to God. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


