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Today 
 
I am honored to be here today and grateful for the opportunity to minister in this church.   
 
I have been thinking about this sermon a lot.  What would I want you to know if this were the only sermon you ever heard me preach?  I’d 
want to preach about something dear to my heart.  Something that would not cause you to regret your decision……..  But what?  So many 
topics – so little time.  The possibilities seemed endless. 
 
I finally landed in the New Testament with the writings of Paul.  But since Paul wrote 2/3 of the New Testament, I would have to narrow my 
scope just a bit more.  Ephesians seemed like a good choice, but then again Paul has so many great, deep, mind bending things to say, how 
do I choose just one? 
 

1. How about Ch. 3 v. 1?  Seems like a good place to start:   
 

• Ephesians 3:1 - For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles -- 
 
If I was going to preach on this verse, I’d want you to know that Paul wrote Ephesians while he was a prisoner in Rome.    
 

• We’d notice together that he starts the verse, not by stating his physical reality, but instead his spiritual reality.  He sees himself, not as a prisoner of 
Rome, but as a prisoner of Christ.   

 

• Paul also sees himself as a prisoner to those he is trying to reach.  He is shackled to his calling for those who don’t know Jesus and for those God has put 
under his care. 

 

After looking at all sides of the verse, I’d probably make all sorts of applications like… 
 

• Paul understood that while Rome may appear to hold his future, it is, in reality Christ who holds his future.  Paul is unafraid because he knows the truth 
of his situation.  Most of the time we can only see the reality that is before us.  We are up or down depending on the circumstances we face.  Paul 
reminds us that for the Christian there is another reality – one in which Christ is in control regardless of how circumstances appear and He can be 
trusted in every circumstance. 

  
OR – maybe I’d ask some questions 
 

• How committed are you to the people God has entrusted to your care?  Not just the people that attend week in and week out, but the people in this 
community.  The people you work with or interact with?  Do you care about their salvation to the level of being shackled to them?   

 

It was going to be a GREAT sermon, but I just couldn’t bring myself to preach it!! 
 

2. Just a few verses later is one of the most beautiful prayers in all scripture and it would be neglectful on my part if I didn’t 
preach these verses to you: 

 

• Ephesians 3:14-21 - For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,  
that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man,  that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and 
depth and height --  to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  Now to Him who is able to 
do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

If I was going to preach on this passage, I’d tell you that Paul’s greatest desire for his readers and my greatest desire for you is: 
 

• To understand the passion God feels toward you.  He, the King of the universe desires to dwell inside you.  To give you His strength – you don’t have to 
face life alone. 

 

• God wants you to comprehend How much He loves you – Its all encompassing  
 

• God dreams big.  We dream small, but if we put our lives into His hands is able to accomplish immeasurably more than you can ask or think.   

I knew that these words would be a great encouragement to you.   But after much though - I just couldn’t bring myself to preach it 



 

3. Just a few verses later in Ch. 4 I read this: 
 
• Ephesians 4:11-16 - And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,  12 for the equipping of 

the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,  13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;  14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,  15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
in all things into Him who is the head -- Christ --  16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

 
Perfect!!  Sharing these verses would give you a glimpse into my heart and the things that matter most to me. 
 
If I was going to preach on this passage I would tell you that if a follower of Jesus is going to really thrive in their church community they are 
going to have to discover their spiritual gifts – to do something important to further the purposes of God in this church and in the world. 
 
I would give you some examples: 
 
THE CLERGY MODEL 
 
100 members attend church 
 
One pastor (we’ll call him Sam) – to do all the ministries of the church.  He’s on every committee.  He preaches and teaches, he singings in the choir and he 
mows the lawn.  Much is expected of Sam – the more Sam does to meet the expectations of the congregation, the less effective he becomes. 
 
Every year the local church board or the local conference reviews the year to see if they have gotten their monies worth out of SAM (did he conduct enough 
evangelistic meetings, did he baptize enough people, did he give enough bible studies, did he visit enough shut-ins, did he counsel enough, preach enough, 
teach enough) If the answer is YES, Sam stays for another year, if the answer is NO Sam may find himself looking for another job. By this time Sam is burned out 
is seriously contemplating a career change. 
 
This model only ever has one pastor, but it is the most widely used ministry model in the world.   However, nowhere in the New Testament is this model used 
(Moses couldn’t do it all and Jethro instructed him to get help). 

 
EPESIANS 4 MODEL 
 
100 members attend church 
 
One pastor – whose primary responsibility is to equip the 100 members with a spirit of servanthood, a knowledge of their spiritual gifts and then to deploy them 
ALL to become ministers so that at the end of the day this church has 101 ministers. 
 

• I’d tell you that the job of the pastor is not to carry the entire load of ministry.  His job is to equip, challenge and inspire you to get out of your pews and 
out of your comfort zones and get into the game because you’re needed in the game.   

 

• Think for just a moment about what would happen in this community if this church had 100 ministers who had servant hearts, knew their spiritual gifts 
and were excited to use those gifts at church, work, home.   This church would be unstoppable in this community.  You’ll thrive and you’ll experience 
the thrill of God working in and through your life. 

 

That’s what I’d want you to know if I was going to preach on Spiritual Gifts 
 
But…. I’m not going to preach on Spiritual Gifts.  Instead I’m going to encourage you to participate in a Spiritual Gifts Seminar that we will be 
putting together in the next few months. 
 

4. Just few verses later: 
 

• Ephesians 4:21-24 - if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus:  22 that you put off, concerning your former 
conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts,  23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,  24 and that you put on the new 
man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 

 

My Master’s Degree is in Christian Formation and Discipleship and if I was going to preach on these verses, I’d tell you that God has promised 
to take us how we are – DIRTY – but He also promises that He will not leave us that way.  As we walk together with Jesus, He changes and 
transforms us.  We are not the same.  We become more and more like Him….  It is not enough to know the doctrines; you have to know the 
God of the doctrines.  Then I’d have you look at the next few verses: 
 

• Ephesians 4:25 - If you are a liar STOP and speak the truth to each other – Followers of Jesus speak the truth. 
 

• Ephesians 4:26 - Anger in itself is not sin, but don’t let anger control you, which always leads to sin – Followers of Jesus have self control. 
 

• Ephesians 4:28 - If you are a thief STOP and find something honest to do with your hands – Follower of Jesus are industrious. 



• Ephesians 4:29 - If you swear, tell racist jokes, tweet nasty things about someone else STOP and speak only those things the encourage and build up and 
extends grace to others – Follower of Jesus are builders 

 

• Ephesians 4:30 - If you know the Holy Spirit has been speaking to you, but you are intentionally ignoring Him STOP and Listen to what the Spirit is saying 
and respond now, don’t put it off – Followers of Jesus are hearers and doers of the Word. 

 

• Ephesians 4:31 - If you are bitter or are holding a grudge or are slandering some else’s reputation or you have malice in your heart STOP and put these 
things away.  Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, 
whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy -- meditate on these things. (Phil 4:8) - Followers of Jesus 
are transformed!!! 

 

I would tell you that maybe God is speaking to you today. I would encourage you to desire transformation.  Take off that old dirty shirt of self 
and accept from Jesus the clean shirt of righteousness He has promised to give you. 
 
That’s what I’d tell you, if I was going to speak about transformation, but, I just couldn’t’ bring myself to preach about transformation today. 
 

5. Because – after all of that – what I decided I really wanted to talk to you about today was Eph. 4:32:  
  

Ephesians 4:32 - And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. 
 

If I had had the time, I would have told you a story: 
 

• I am not very good at confrontation.  I don’t know what to say in the moment, but then I stew.  I have a history of loving violent movies – the more 
violent the better.  It was a way to vent my anger, hurt, frustration and avoid confrontation at the same time.  When my first husband left me for 
another woman, I watched a lot of violent movies.  I could, in an alternate universe, punch, shoot, stab, torture, kill my enemy and not go to jail!!  What 
I didn’t understand was that those movies were changing me from the inside out.  I was beginning to look at the world through hard callous eyes.  I was 
less soft and sensitive to those around me.  I was beginning to think like the characters I was watching (by beholding we become changed).  I was in 
grave danger.  Then one night on my bathroom floor I met Jesus (even though I had been an Adventist my entire life) and as we began to walk together, 
He began to speak to me about things in my life that were barriers to our relationship - one being violent movies.  I need a soft heart.  I need to have a 
kinder and gentler view of people. I need to be more about grace and less about judgment. 

 

Then, I’d say something like: 
 

• Are you quick to judge and criticize? 
 

• Do you look down on people who are not as smart or “with it” as you are? 
 

• Are you holding a grudge or are you unable to forgive someone who has trespassed against you? 
 

• Do you see your neighbor through hard callous eyes? 
 

Maybe this verse is for you. 
 
This is the verse I should have preached about today – but I got side tracked and now we are out of time.  So, here’s the good news………….   
 
There is no sermon today! 
 
Let’s stand for closing prayer – Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. 
 


